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1.  Pope Francis’ 2021 Statement about Liturgy 

 July 16, 2021, Pope Francis replaced restrictions on use of pre-Vat II Mass.    
Traditionis Custodes, “Guardians of the Tradition.”  Addressed to bishops  (= guardians). 

 Reason:  survey of world’s bishops showed use of old Latin Mass resulted in division in Church. 

“A final reason for my decision is this: ever more plain in the words and attitudes of many is 
the close connection between the choice of celebrations according to the liturgical books 
prior to Vatican Council II and the rejection of the Church and her institutions in the name of 
what is called the “true Church.” One is dealing here with comportment that contradicts 
communion and nurtures the divisive tendency — “I belong to Paul; I belong instead to 
Apollo; I belong to Cephas; I belong to Christ” — against which the Apostle Paul so vigorously 
reacted. 
 

“In defense of the unity of the Body of Christ, I am constrained to revoke 
the faculty granted by my Predecessors. The distorted use that has been 
made of this faculty is contrary to the intentions that led to granting the 
freedom to celebrate the Mass with the Missale Romanum of 1962.” 
 

“It must be maintained that the Roman Rite, adapted many times over the 
course of the centuries according to the needs of the day, not only be 
preserved but renewed “in faithful observance of the Tradition.”  Whoever 
wishes to celebrate with devotion according to earlier forms of the liturgy 
can find in the reformed Roman Missal according to Vatican Council II all 
the elements of the Roman Rite.” 

Pope Francis, Letter accompanying Traditionis Custodes, July 16, 2021 

 Some directives: 

o To use pre-Vatican II Mass, cannot deny Vatican Council II and “magisterium.”  
o Bible readings must be in vernacular. 
o 1-2 places in a diocese, but not in a parish.  No new groups. 
o New priests need permission from bishop, who formally requests Rome. 

 
2.  Pope Francis’ 2022 Statement about Liturgy 

 June 29, 2022, “on the liturgical formation of the people of God.”   Addressed to whole Church. 
Desiderio Desideravi.  “I have desired to eat this meal with you.”  (From Luke about Last Supper) 
 

o 65 paragraphs.  Cf. Traditionis Custodes = 8 “articles” (rules), with accompanying letter 
 

 Asks the whole church to  
o “continually rediscover the richness of the general principles exposed in the first numbers 

of Sacrosanctum Concilium  [Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Vatican Council II, 1963]  

o “grasping the intimate bond between this first of the Council’s constitutions and all the others.  

o “For this reason we cannot go back to that ritual form which the Council fathers, cum Petro 
et sub Petro [“with Peter and under Peter”], felt the need to reform.”       DD 61 

 Pope Francis calls liturgy “the first wellspring of Christian spirituality.” DD 61 

 Liturgy is not just “decorative ceremonies or a mere sum total of law and precepts that govern 

the cult.”  DD 18, quoting Pius XII. 



CSL = Constitution on Sacred Liturgy, Vatican II, 1963.  CIGI = Christian Initiation: General Introduction, 1969. 

“The liturgy is … an exercise 
of the priestly office of Jesus Christ.   

“In the liturgy 
the whole public worship  

is performed by the 
Mystical Body of Jesus Christ,  

that is, by the Head and His members. 
 

“Every liturgical celebration  
is an action of Christ the priest and of 

His Body which is the Church.” 

CSL 7 

 

“Baptism makes us 
sharers in God’s own life... 

 

“All who are baptized … 
enter into communion 

with the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit.” 

 

CIGI 5 

God the Father  (Lover) 

Christ (Beloved) 

3.  Vatican Council II 
 1962-1965, each autumn.  Meeting of world’s bishops, 2000+.  Goal = to renew the Church. 

 20th century:  advances in theology of bible, liturgy, catechesis. 
o All these:  return to past, recover important thinking and practices that had been lost. 

 Bishops:  way forward for present and future Church needs to begin with a look back, past. 

 

4.  Liturgy is an Act of Christ 
 Vatican Council II:  Constitution on Sacred Liturgy, 1963. 

 What is liturgy?    “an exercise of Christ.”  

 Liturgy is something Christ “performs,” does. 

o Mass and sacraments are actions, not objects.   

o “The subject acting in the Liturgy is always and only 
Christ-Church, the mystical Body of Christ.”     DD 15 

 

5.  Christ is Continuing His Paschal Mystery 
 What is Christ doing in the liturgy?  Paschal Mystery. 

o Death and resurrection of Christ. 
o Not just historical event, but present way of life. 

 

 New emphasis in 20th c.  =  BOTH dying and rising. 
o Previous:  saved by Christ’s death.  Resurrection = proof of divinity. 

 Past event made present and effective through visible signs in liturgy. 
o Christ draws us into his self-giving, sacrifice. 
o To save us.   
o Also pattern we live out = self-giving love. 

 

6.  Trinity – God is a Relationship of Self-Giving Love. 
 New Testament: God is love (I Jn 4:16). “Agape” = self-giving love. 

o Father gives self in love to Son, Son returns love to Father.   

o Spirit is love between them. 

 Trinity – exchange of self-giving love among persons. 

 

7.  Paschal Mystery and Trinity 

 Father loves Son, loves world.  Sends Christ into world. 

 Christ loves Father, loves world.  Christ gives of self in love to world. 

 Christ is faithful despite rejection.  Ultimate self-giving love = cross. 

 God remains faithful, raises Christ from death to new life. 
 

 

 

8.  Communion with the Trinity through Liturgy 
 Christ brings us into this relationship, through liturgy. 

 Christians joined to Christ, through Christ to Father and Spirit. 

o First in baptism.   

o Continued in Eucharist, & in all sacraments. 

“God is love, 
and whoever 

remains in love 
remains in God 

  and God in him.” 

I Jn 4:16 

Holy Spirit 
(Love) 


